Lesson 6

Ezra 10:1-17

True Repentance
REFLECTION

1. Think of a time when you asked a friend to forgive you. How did it feel to receive forgiveness?
DISCOVERY

2. What do you think prompted the Jewish exiles to acknowledge and confess their sin?
Many people acknowledged that something had to be done about the situation. Apparently this sin had gone on and had been tolerated for some time. Children were born to some of those who had intermarried (vv. 3, 44). No doubt some devout Jews were grieved because of this sin in the community. Perhaps they were afraid to speak up or had tried and were rebuffed. However, with the coming of Ezra & the restoration of the Law & temple worship, the hearts of the people are roused – they knew they needed to repent. Especailly when Ezra read them the law. Often this happens when we get serious with God because we want to please Him. The Spirit of God will point out things in our lives that we need to repent or confess and make right. Moreover, instead of whipping and rebuking them, Ezra grieved and mourned – this respected leader’s display of emotions and commitment to God moved them.
(note that between the end of chapter 6 and beginning of chapter 7 is a gap of about 60-70 years. Thus the spiritual climate has deteriorated when Ezra arrived.) 

The people followed through with their repentant hearts by removing their foreign wives. Remember that this is descriptive of what happened and not prescriptive. The Israelites were acting in accordance to the Law given to them because of their covenant with God. This does not apply to us. In 1 Cor 7:12-16 – Paul says if the unbelieving spouse remains, then the believer must not send him or her away.

3. What was Ezra’s attitude toward the unfaithfulness of his people?

He made them take an oath to follow through with what they promised to do 
and then continued to fast & mourned for them. 
Ezra was truly a leader with a shepherd’s heart – he did not whip the people for their sins, but instead prayed for them.

4. In what ways did the people prove that they were truly sorry for their sins?

· All the people who had returned from Persia had to assemble in Jerusalem within 3 days or forfeit their possessions

· They confessed their sins, standing in the heavy rain

· They separated from their unbelieving wives

5. What steps did the Israelites take to restore their relationship with God?

They repented of their sins with action by putting away their wives and children who were not Jewish.

6. Why was it important for the exiles to separate themselves from their non-Jewish wives?

Under the Mosaic Covenant, God gave the Israelites the Law. If they showed they obedience by keeping the Law they will be blessed, if not God will remove their blessings. Before the 70 years of Exile, they worshipped idols and did not follow Yahweh. So they were destroyed and captured. Now upon there return, they knew that they needed God’s covenantal blessings again – that is why they made it their priority to rebuild the temple. However, in the 60-70 years that followed, the people intermarried with other races. This was one of the important Law as God wanted to keep the Jewish people distinct and intermarriage often led the people to worship idols as been proven from the time of Solomon.
Thus, the repentance of the Jews was followed by actions.

It took three months for all the marriages to be examined, from the first day of the 10th month (December-January 457) to the first day of the 1st month of the next year (March-April 456). Obviously the problem was widespread and could not be settled in a day (v. 13). Each case was judged individually so that justice would be done. By this action the community was not saying that divorce was good. It was a matter of following God’s Law about the need for religious purity in the nation. 

How would you divide Ezra 10:1-17 into smaller paragraphs & what is the main point of this passage?

10:1-4

Acknowledgment of Sin

v. 1

Gathering with Ezra

vv. 2-4

Making covenant with God to repent (put away wives & children)
10:5-17

Repentance of Sin

vv. 5-6

Oath

vv. 7-8

Proclamation to people

vv. 9-12
Confession & Repentance by People


vv. 13-15
Request for time


vv. 16-17
Resolution of sin

The main point of this passage is about repentance of sin In the previous lesson, we learn to deal with guilt through confession of sins. This must be accompanied by repentance – an action to follow through with our confessions. There is no point in feeling guilty and sorry, yet not changing with action.
RESPONSE 
7. Why do we tend to downplay the importance of repentance?
· Not wanting to change or feeling uncomfortable

FACILITATOR: Allow group to share

8. How would you define true repentance?

· sorrow accompanied with actions to change
9. Explain why confession is not enough by itself.

· See Prov 28:13 – renounce sins and forsake sins. 

· Confession must always be followed by forsaking of sins or turning away

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
10. In what ways can unconfessed sin affect our relationship with God and others?
11. In what ways do we treat God’s mercy lightly?

12. How can we express our thanks to God for his forgiveness?

For this lesson, we can get the members to write cards to someone in the group to thank them for the relationship or to ask for forgiveness – be creative. Or they can post the card to someone they need to forgive and seek forgiveness.

ASSIGNMENT:
Read Ezra 10:1-44
Make sure to share about the application the next time you gather.

Close this session with a time of sharing and prayer.

Note to facilitator:

As you facilitate the discussion, make sure you cover question 6, especially the main point of the passage and the structure (in italics). This is not in the book itself. However, it is important to uncover the main point of the passage before we apply them.

As you answer the question, it is important to think of the significance of the question: “Why did Max Lucado ask this question?” So that when the group members answer the question, as a facilitator, we will be able to link it back to the passage or big picture. This would make the questions meaningful rather than just rote answering.

As for the response questions and additional ones, allow the members to interact and share. Do not bee too concern about covering all the questions. Skip some if there is insufficient time. At the end of the lesson, make sure that everyone has a take away action that they want to apply in their lives. Check out during the next meeting, if the action was carried out. 

At the beginning of each session ask them if they have any questions on the passages that we are suppose to read on our own. It is important to have the background and context of the passage we are studying.

As for other tips, check out the cheat sheet for facilitators on the web page.










