Lesson 2

Ezra 3:1-11

Demonstrating Faith
REFLECTION

1. Think of a time when you felt especially vulnerable or weak. To whom did you turn for help?
DISCOVERY

2. The Jews started building an altar almost immediately after they returned to their homeland. What does that say about their priorities?

These were the people who responded to God’s word in faith (Jeremiah’s prophecy that they will return after 70 years). Thus, their act of building the altar first when they returned to their homeland is in line with their faith. Their priority is obedience to God over their own comforts.
3. In light of their actions, what had the exiles learned during their years in captivity?

They had learnt to obey God through putting their faith into action. In captivity, they realized they needed to obey the Law of Moses and take it seriously. This is also reflected by them observing the Feast of the Booth/Tabernacle. Likewise for us, we need to demonstrate our faith by obedience to God and not just give mental assent to His Word.

4. What risks did the Jews take in building an altar and offering sacrifices to God?

They risk offending the pagan people who were living there. They did not have any home or protection and by incurring the wrath of the people, it would make their life difficult. 
5. Why do you think it was important to the exiles to demonstrate publicly their faith in God?

They came to a new unfamiliar environment which is hostile to Yahweh, or at least do not know much about Yahweh. Thus it is important for the Jews to establish their religious positions and thus make God known. In so doing, they reduce the chance of compromising themselves.
Sometimes when we start a new job or go to a new place. It is good for us to make known our faith. Firstly, it gives us a platform to witness about God. Secondly, it prevents us from compromising because the people around us will be looking at us and we become more aware of the need to be a testimony for the Lord.

6. Why did the people celebrate the completion of the Temple’s foundation?

There was a period of preparation for building the temple foundation for the work did not begin till the second month of the second year after their arrival (May-June 536, exactly 70 years after the first deportation in 605). Why this delay of seven months after the altar was built? Most likely because they had to get organized and secure the building materials. The completion of the temple’s foundation marked the return of God’s presence with them. This was the significance of the temple when Solomon built the first one. It signified God’s covenat love for the Israelites and the blessings that come with it. We are reminded of the first temple because Solomon began his project in the second month (May-June; 1 Kings 6:1), the same month this rebuilding began under Zerubbabel. Also from the praises of the Israelites, they sang about God’s loving kindness or “hesed” love. The word “love” (ḥeseḏ) is God’s covenantal loyal love which exists forever with His people Israel. Now that the temple worship was being reestablished, the people again recognized the commitment of God’s unending covenantal love.

How would you divide Ezra 3:1-11 into smaller paragraphs & what is the main point of this passage?

We can split this passage based on the time stamp. V. 1 – 7th month, v. 8 – 2nd year 2nd month, v. 10 – after the completion of the foundation can be a sub-point.
3:1-7 
Building of Altar & restoration of sacrifices
3:8-11
Building of the temple’s foundation
vv. 8-9

Commencement of building temple’s foundation
vv. 10-11
Completion of temple’s foundation
The point for 3:1-7 on the building of the altar & restoration of sacrifices is about the demonstration of faith by the Israelites. The point about building the foundation of the temple is encapsulated by the song of praise in vv. 10-11. The Israelites celebrated God’s hesed love – covenant love for the Israelites. Thus main point would be that in demonstrating faith through action by building the altar & the temple, the Israelites will once again experience God’s covenant love (hesed). 
The theological point for us would be similar. While we are not under the same covenant ()Mosaic Covenant) as the Israelites, we are under the new covenant through Jesus Christ. Thus by demonstrating our faith through action (obedience to God’s Word) we too experience God’s hesed (faithful covenant love)

RESPONSE

7. Why do we tend to forget God when times are good, only to turn to him when life becomes difficult?

When life gets difficult, we are shaken out of our complacency and we come to the end of our own resources, thus we are forced to turn to God.
FACILITATOR: Allow the members to share their thoughts on this.

8. Explain how God has used a difficult experience in your life to strengthen your faith?

9. In what ways does God honor the faith of his people?

1 Sam 2:30 – Those that honor Me (God), I will honor & those that despise Me will be lightly esteemed.
God honors those who honor Him. Often God honors the faith of His people in a variety of ways like through fulfilling His promises in his Word. His honor may be the esteem of people, it may be material, it may be spiritual. Ultimately, God honors our faith in the resurrection.
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
10. In what circumstances is it tempting to remain silent about your faith?
11. How can we overcome our fears about standing up for our beliefs?

12. List some practical ways we can show others that we are Christians?

ASSIGNMENT:
Read Ezra 3:1 – 4:24.

Make sure to share about the application the next time you gather.

Close this session with a time of sharing and prayer.

Note to facilitator:

As you facilitate the discussion, make sure you cover question 6, especially the main point of the passage and the structure (in italics). This is not in the book itself. However, it is important to uncover the main point of the passage before we apply them.

As you answer the question, it is important to think of the significance of the question: “Why did Max Lucado ask this question?” So that when the group members answer the question, as a facilitator, we will be able to link it back to the passage or big picture. This would make the questions meaningful rather than just rote answering.

As for the response questions and additional ones, allow the members to interact and share. Do not bee too concern about covering all the questions. Skip some if there is insufficient time. At the end of the lesson, make sure that everyone has a take away action that they want to apply in their lives. Check out during the next meeting, if the action was carried out. 

At the beginning of each session ask them if they have any questions on the passages that we are suppose to read on our own. It is important to have the background and context of the passage we are studying.

As for other tips, check out the cheat sheet for facilitators on the web page.










